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JAS. KENT, 


elegraphs, Montreal. 


McGILL UNIVERSITY ilo 


MONTREAL. 


PRINCIPALW’S OFFICE, 
2end October 1914 


President Falconer, 
The University, 
Toronto, Ont., 
My dear President, 

Following on your recent telegram of enquiry in regard 
to our provisional regiment, I beg now to report that som of the 
[ilitia Authorities would wish now to put the definite question 
to our men, whether they will enlist immediately for active service, 
This would énvo lve, for those who enlist, going at once into bar- 
racks at the High School; and in the case of undergraduates, giving 
up their studies, 

The need for men is, of course, s0 Obvious that I do not 
wonder that this suggestion should be made, It will result, I un- 
derstand, after the necessary drill here, in our men being drafted 
in batches to England for the rest of their training. Many have 
gone, aS you are aware, already, and it may be that there are many 
undergoing drill at present who would wish also to go without delay, 

On the other hand the view of this University, so far, 
has been that we shoulé give our students and graduates opportuni- 
ties of drilling with the view to going all together in the Spring. 
It was with this idea in mind that I replied to your telegram that 
we might, later on, suggest a universities battalion, Do you 


think that idea woulda be feasible, and would you co-operate in 


raising it? A letter from Principal Gordon shows that Queen's would, 


President Falconer -2 22/10/14 


in all probability, te prepared to join, Dr. Gordon also sug- 
gests a conference of the representatives of the military or- 
ganizations of the Canadian universities, What would you say 

to that? I am inclined to answer the question which is being 

put to me by saying that I am now in correspondence with the 
heads of other universities with the view of ascertaining whether 
they would send representatives to a conference that might be 
hela to discuss the possibility of a battalion formed exclusively 
of university men, Among us we should be able to raise 1,000 
men, It might be convenient if the conference were held in 
Ottawa. If you were to suggest next week-end I think we could 
make effective arrargements for it, Saturday 3lst, 


YOurs very truly, 


Principal 
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Principal Feterson, 


tn f¥$24 1 See ae i ii eal 
VeGill University, 


Vy 


r ist, 1914 
“ 
a 


I t returned from Alterta and find a 
good deal of tusiness to be attended to. ‘T would like to consult with 
Protessor Lang and Professor Fotheringham as well as my Nilitary 
before saying anything inite as to the confer: of Universities at 
Ottawa with regard to the rnilitary gituati you know we 
nave our Un ference with pedgard to rater culation 
questions at that time and «if we make our arrandgerents to have a conference 
at Ottawa the two conferences ought not to clash. I shall te glaa to 
write to you on this matter in a few days. 

With kind regards, TI am 


President. 
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Decenter Ldtn, Lol4 


Vontreal 


ear Principal: 
I have considered pretty carefully the proposal that 

made of the Universities holding another conference regarding the 

tion of organised assistance for the present war. lt seens to ne 

that we have our Officers! Trainins Corns organised that this matter 

1d be taken up oy the Officers din the various units at the 
erent Universities with the Vili and [ ar sure that Colonel 
will be willing to co~averate in any way within his power, I have 
4 to hir about the matter and his is that it shoulda be left 

ia@ Commanding Officers. 
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u 3 . Abpea ent 
@elth King regards 
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